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ENCOUNTER LAKES RESIDENT’S GROUP COMMITTEE 
 

CHAIRMAN 
SECRETARY  
TREASURER  

Gary Kortman  2 Lakeside Circuit  8552 9199 
Wilf Emmett  22 Islander Drive  8552 9126 
Trevor Morgan 2 Ketch Place   8552 6223 
Denis Almond  9 Matthew Flinders Drive 8552 4123 
Bill Harris  77 Nicolas Baudin Drive 8552 3004 
Phillip Brown  64 Nicolas Baudin Drive 8552 9385 
Jill Cowan  3 Ketch Place   8552 3088 
John Hughes  3 Islander Drive  8552 1189 
John Ruxton  87 Nicolas Baudin Drive 8552 9161 
Jose Sheldon  46 Clipper Court  0410 190 812  
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Summer has been and gone and what a great year it has been 
for those who enjoy our lovely lake environment. As a result of 
the warm summer, residents, their children and grandchildren, 
along with many visitors  has seemed to have taken to the water 
and enjoyed this wonderful environment.  
 

Sand has been replenished on the Ketch Place and John  
 Crompton beaches making them even better places to relax on warm summer days.                    

 

Late last year I inspected the rip rap (retaining rocks) with Council staff and it was a 
pleasure to seethe level of care and attention given to gardens; and the absence of 
vegetation in the rock area. There were some exceptions, but generally weeds have 
been very well controlled. 
 

In the next few weeks the Residents Group will be collecting 2013 subscriptions.  
These have been set at the very modest level of $5 per family and I would urge 
residents who are not members to support a group who work with no other aim 
than to keep our suburb “special”.  
 
If there are any issues you feel need to be addressed please pass them on to whoever 
calls on you or phone me, or one of the other  committee members listed on the back 
page of the newsletter.  

 

Gary Kortman 
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This is the first time you have seen advertising in the ELRGI newsletter. Carolyn  
offered to print our newsletter at no cost, in exchange for this advertisement. Your 
committee thought this a good deal that helps us keep subs at a reasonable level. 
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Sea water flows into the lake at Lake-
side Circuit, then through the water-
way before exiting the system at the 
corner of Nicolas Baudin and Clipper 
Court. This is achieved through close 
to 1km of pipework that is 1.5 metres 
in diameter. 
 
A secondary pipe links our lake with 
Franklin Island where the maximum 
high water level is set at one metre 
above that of our lake. 

 Water is initially pumped to the Franklin Island waterway and when the our lake level 
is dropped this water gravitates back to Encounter Lakes and creates a stronger tidal 
flow back to the ocean. This design helps to flush sediment from the pipe,. 
 
The picture above shows the valve network in the park in Nicolas Baudin, opposite 
Clipper Court. The valves control all water flows from the ocean into and out of En-
counter Lakes.  
Water flows in when the sea level is higher than the lake and the valve is open. Con-
versely, lake levels can only be lowered when the ocean is at low tide. 
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We all know about the rate of growth of 
algae, oysters and mussels on rocks and 
jetty piles over time. The same situation 
applies with the pipe-work from the lake 
to the ocean.  
 
You may have noticed the boat in PIC 1 
moored at the marker off Franklin Pa-
rade where the inlet/outlet pipe termi-
nates. Each year Lawrie Commercial 
Diving inspects all pipes at both the lake 
and sea ends. 
 
The diver noted that silt build-up in the 
ocean intake pipe had declined from 
550mm in 2006 to 290mm in 2011, 
mainly as the result of Council maximis-
ing the water volume and flow during 
each flush. 
 
During each inspection the diver swims 
into each end of the pipes to inspect con-
dition and chip out oyster and mussel 
growth. 
 
PIC 2 shows the stainless steel outlet 
grille late in 2011. The growth is mainly 
soft algae and after 12 months growth 
covers 15% to 20% of the grille. PIC 3 
shows the grille after cleaning and the 
comment was made that all grilles are in 
excellent condition. Slow growing algae 
is normally left in place as this impede 
the growth of more vigorous varieties.  
 
PIC 4 shows seagrass growth in the ocean 
at the end of the inlet pipe. Seagrass is 
healthy as it holds sand in place and pre-
vents it building up in the pipe-work. 
 
The annual inspection also covers the 
valve and switching mechanism and the 
Council receives a full report. 
 
This brief overview is a simplification of 
a more complex process. 

PIC 1

PIC 2

PIC 3

PIC 4

  

 
 


