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PRESIDENT 

 SECRETARY 

 TREASURER 

 Tony Aldridge 19 Islander  Drv  8552 2869 

          president@elrgi.org.au 

 Sandra Lee 55 Matthew Flinders 0419 862 757  

           secretary@elrgi.org.au 

 Trevor Morgan   2 Ketch Plc  8552 6223 

            treasurer@elrgi.org.au 

 

 Bevan Baker 44 Clipper  Crt  8552 6698 

 David Barlow 29 Islander Drv  0407 609 002 

 Jack Bramley 38 Islander Drv  0418 857 373 

 Pat Chigwidden 24 Tabernacle Rd 0417 832 281  

 Wilf Emmett 22 Islander  Drv  8552 9126 

 John Hughes   3 Islander  Drv  8552 1189 

 Bob Martin 5B Windjammer Crt 7524 2853 

 Steven Pinhorn    7 Central Drv  0425 340 899  

 Anne Sando        10 Malen Ave  0429 995 517 

 Karen Schiller       4 Cutter Circuit       0428 413 628 

 Patricia Stewart    8 Windjammer Crt 0414 384 227                  

IHeather Wehr      11 Matthew Flinders  0400 751 957 

  

If you wish to con-
tact the Gardening 

Group or Beach 
Boys please do it 

via our website at : 
www.elrgi.org.au 

 

the lake outlet restriction reduced the 
outflow of water from the lake to ~10%  

to 15% of the duct potential impacting water turnover and  the ability of 

the control system to manage the lake water levels. 
 

The constriction of water flow in 2017 extended for about a third of the 
duct length to about 25 metres from the lake outlet sump. This con-

striction was removed in 2017 by dredging as shown in the red dashed 

profiles. This returned the water flow to the previous levels allowed by 

the long-standing sediment. 
 

Since 1917 strong mussel growth and migration to today’s choke point 

has occurred reducing water flow to 29% of the pipe’s capacity. 
 

Council is currently looking at the options to remove or considerably re-
duce sediment levels, but this will be an ongoing task, exacerbated by 

the high quality of lake water and how well this attribute suits mussels. 

0417 879 329 
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37 Central Drv 

  

 Pipework to let sea water in and out of the lake has been in place for 

more than 30 years and not surprisingly has over time suffered a build-

up of sand, silt and mussels that has resulted in a restricted water flow. 
 

Generally the sediment and shelly accumulation in the 1500mm lake 
outlet pipe has remained relatively static over the years at a thickness of 

about 500mm to 550mm, mostly consisting of dead oyster shell that 

resulted from several years of strong growth years ago.  
 

High pressure water jetting of the sediments was previously undertaken 

for the length of the outlet duct at the peak of the shelly build-up to 

loosen sediments and debris for flushing. This was partially successful 

with about 150mm of finer sediments subsequently flushed but the 

shelly oyster debris remained in the duct, being too large and cohesive 
to be flushed.  
 

At the 2017 inspection the restriction had become critical, due to mus-

sels migrating to and growing along the choke point on the sediment , 
duct walls and roof.  

Lake Water Flow Cut by Sediment 

Obstruction identified at 2020 inspection 

CHOKE POINT 

Continued on Page 8 
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Message From The President 

Tony Aldridge 

PRESIDENT 

Whilst we battle the chills of the emergence of 

winter, we offer you a warm welcome to our sec-

ond Newsletter for 2020. Since March, our com-
munity has been under the strains of COVID- 

19. Although we are some way off the return to 

a normality in our community, we can take 

pride in the way residents in our State have fol-

lowed directions from all levels of Government, and  adopted key hygiene 

practices, social distancing and a resolve to be contributors to overcom-

ing COVID-19. 
 

We have been buoyed by our community spirit and the approach some 

took in wanting to show solidarity in containment, with neighbors. One 
member from Franklin Island was looking to reinstate Christmas Lights 

to brighten the lake frontage for others.  
 

We have been told that neighbors regularly liaised with others in our 

community to ensure they were coping when shortages of home prod-

ucts was a major issue. We live in a wonderful Country and community! 
 

Heavy downfalls of rain earlier this year have seen increased contami-

nants in the lake system in some locations and whilst lake closure was 

not necessary, it reinforces Council advice not to swim in the lake for a 
few days after heavy rainfall.  
 

Council water quality testing has been rigorous and it reflects a build-up 

of contaminants in the stormwater system from things such as fertilis-

ers, pesticides and chemicals used during dry periods. It is important we 

all do everything we can to reduce the use and eventual leeching of im-

purities into the stormwater system.  
 

You have no doubt been very concerned that we have not called to col-

lect subscriptions, but we can allay those worries as we have only post-
poned collection pending a softening of isolation restrictions. If South 

Australia remains in a safe COVID-19 position we expect to be seeing 

you in  late August or early September. 

 

We will look forward to seeing you soon and we commend that you con- 

 tinue to follow the COVID-19 rules and keep 

healthy and safe! 
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 It’s winter time, there are no beach inspections and no problems have 

been passed on to the BEACH BOYS, so enjoy this short but good report 
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Timely Advice for Winter Nomads 

hose on a washing machine burst, an occurrence that is more common 

than you might expect if you talk to the home insurance industry.  
 

The advice is to turn off the taps connecting to your clothes washer and 

dishwasher before you leave. Some wise residents even turn the water 

off at the meter if away for extended periods. Hoses can and do burst!  
 

“Big John” went from having a “Big Foot” to “Wet Foot” that morning! 

A recent unfortunate incident experi-

enced by one of our Committee Mem-

bers John Hughes and his wife 
prompted some advice for anyone in-

tending to “get away” for an “out of 

home” experience soon! 
 

They were not even away from home 

when John woke to find parts of their 

home under 50mm of water when a  

Anecdotes 
 

There is possibly a myriad of in-

teresting experiences that have 

emerged from the COVID-19 iso-

lation, and our Secretary, Sandy 

Lee thought it might be an idea 
to capture some of those experi-

ences from our  members, which 

we may include in Newsletters or add to our website.  
 

If you have any stories of your recent experiences, wish to acknowledge 
a neighbor who has assisted you or wish to offer positive comment on 

somebody’s work in alleviating COVID problems, we would like to hear 

from you. 
 

Please email the ELRGI Secretary  - secretary@elrgi.org or “put pen 

to paper” and post it to us at P.O. Box 98, Victor Harbor SA 5211. 

 Don’t fall prey to scammers. Go to our website at 

www.elrgi.org.au and click on Scam Alert and 
then Types of Scams. Travel Prize scams have 
tried in our area recently. Please protect yourself 
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If you think you have had it hard during 

the COVID-19 lockdown take a moment to 

think of how life might have been owning a 

business in the Lakes area. 
 

In mid March the COVID-19 virus forced 

Lisa and Chris to close the Boulevard Ca-

fé’s doors to dine-in customers, retrench 

staff who were also good friends and pon-
der whether their business had any pros 
 

The situation, wrought with uncertainty, 

caused an overnight loss of confidence and 

the prospect of having to sell up or just 

walk away from the business. Despite 
closed doors most costs remained and the only option was to turn off 

the heating and lights and try to reduce the number of freezers. The fu-

ture of the business was on hold for more than six weeks until the café 

was given a small business grant of $10,000 by the SA Government. 
 

During this period loyal customers continued to order takeaway coffee 
and meals, and most stopped using their loyalty cards to put just a bit 

more back into the business. The take-away menu was a work in pro-

gress with ongoing updates to suit not only what was selling, but also at 

a lower price than their usual menu with many locals out of work or 

with reduced income and unsure of what the future held for them, while 
still trying to support The Boulevard . 
 

Even when permitted to re-open dine-in with restricted numbers, addi-

tional income did little to defray additional costs as screening had to be 

installed to comply with social distancing and irrespective of customer 

numbers a chef and table staff were still required.  
 

Currently the Boulevard is permitted to cater for 60 guests inside, just 

short of their capacity of 86 but this number is enough to put the fear of 

shutdown to one side, with additional capacity allowed outside in their 

undercover dining areas. 
 

There is light at the end of the tunnel for Lisa and Chris, as they have 
been asked to run the 180 seat restaurant at the Roos club, three nights 

a week, from July 30th.   
 

And for the rest of us; we get to keep our Café on the Lake 

 

Loyal Customers Help Save Café on the Lake 

There is now a permanent seagull population in the 

Lakes area. Please don't feed them as it makes gulls 

vicious and a hazard to small children and old people. 

The Team  
Lisa and Chris 
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Why do we get high water in the Lake? 

 

Philip Dillingsdale from Clipper 

Court takes a regular paddle on 

the lake to keep fit, but he might 
think about a larger vessel follow-

ing his encounter with significant 

debris in the lake after a recent 

storm. He was able to collect a 

chair, and two large pieces of tim-
ber that would have escaped from 

a lakeside property.  
 

Philip was concerned for other us-

ers such as swimmers, who may 

have hit the partly submerged timber and it is a timely warning as we 

enter the depths of winter to heed advice and make sure your outdoor 
furniture and other items are properly secured against the storms. 
 

We thank Philip for his diligence and indeed, body strength in hauling 

these items back to his home from where Committee  Member, Bevan 

Baker was able to arrange dumping. Dare I say Philip may now be 

known as “Steptoe”, the “Rag & Bone Collector” of Encounter Bay!  

 

Please Look out for Debris in the Lakes 

 

This photo was taken on the 1st 
of June and is a situation that 

happens from time to time. 
 

We are regularly asked why the 

Council doesn’t just open the 
gate to the sea after storms to 

lower the lake level and prevent 

damage to jetties. 
 

Sadly,  the situation is caused 

by a combination of heavy 

stormwater flows into the lake and high sea tides causing the sea level 

to be above the lake level, making it impossible to release excess water. 
 

Franklin Island is different as there are no direct tidal flows into that 

lake from the sea. Water level is controlled by pumping to or from the 

main lake, and stormwater run-off.  

Fortunately, these canoes were securely tied down 
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Since the last newsletter we have worked at 
Alf Seigert Reserve, John Simmons Park, Joy 

Beer Reserve and before COVID 19 shut us 

down in March, John Crompton.   
  

We were given the all clear to commence our 

activities again in July, we started at Brian 
Spilsbury Reserve on the 9th of July. 

 

We meet the second Thursday of the month and the work involves trim-

ming, pruning, general tidying and removal of the smaller dead shrubs. 

Because we have a variety of age groups our members only work ac-

cording to their abilities and preferences. We currently have 18 volun-
teers registered and have an average turnout of 11.   
 

Council provides safety equipment and a number of garden implements 

which I bring along each meeting. We have noticed an increase in weed 

growth in some reserves so Andrew Comas, the Open Spaces Manager 

for Victor Harbor Council will be providing safety training, to enable us 
to carry out limited spot spraying of noxious weeds.  
  

If you would like to join us for some gardening and fun, please just turn 

up at our next venue at around 8.30 am, or for more information please 

give me a call or text on 0408 712 533.  

Gardening Group REPORT BY PHIL GARDNER 

Work has started on the 
last stage of the Frank-

lin Island development. 
 

The Developers are  
working in collaboration 

with Council on the up-

grade of Harbour View 

Terrace. 
 

Council has commissioned engineers to provide a redesign of the road 

prior to construction and the developers will tie in with allotment servic-

ing works, footpaths and verge landscaping.  
 

There will be a total of 21 waterfront blocks along Harbour View Ter-

race. All blocks are a similar size to those in Malen Ave and enjoy both 

water and  hills views. 11 blocks will be released this year and 10 next.  
 

This brings to  a close the last part of the Encounter Lakes project. 

End in Sight for Encounter Lakes Project 
 


