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PRESIDENT 

 SECRETARY 

 TREASURER 

 Tony Aldridge 19 Islander  Drv  8552 2869 

          president@elrgi.org.au 

 Sandra Lee 55 Matthew Flinders 0419 862 757  

           secretary@elrgi.org.au 

 Trevor Morgan   2 Ketch Plc  8552 6223 

            treasurer@elrgi.org.au 

 

 Bevan Baker 44 Clipper  Crt  8552 6698 

 David Barlow 29 Islander Drv  0407 609 002 

 Jack Bramley 38 Islander Drv  0418 857 373 

 Pat Chigwidden 24 Tabernacle Rd 0417 832 281  

 Wilf Emmett 22 Islander  Drv  8552 9126 

 John Hughes   3 Islander  Drv  8552 1189 

 Bob Martin 5B Windjammer Crt 7524 2853 

 Steven Pinhorn    7 Central Drv  0425 340 899  

 Anne Sando        10 Malen Ave  0429 995 517 

 Karen Schiller       4 Cutter Circuit       0428 413 628 

 Patricia Stewart    8 Windjammer Crt 0414 384 227                  

IHeather Wehr      11 Matthew Flinders  0400 751 957 

 

 

 

0417 879 329 

37 Central Drv 

Thanks for Years of Help Ashley 
We live in a part of the world where there is 
a great community spirit. Anybody who lives 
in Encounter Lakes or Franklin Island 
would be aware of the Santa Boat that deliv-
ers presents and bags of lollies to children 
on Christmas morning. 
 

We distribute 30Kgm of lollies which Ashley 
McCallum at Yilki Store buys for us and 
provides at his purchase price. Without 
Ashley our cost would very likely double.  
 

Thanks Ash, our community appreciates 
your generous contribution to Christmas. 

PEDAL BOAT 
WANTED 

 

If you have one 
you would like 
to sell, please 
call John & Di 

Adams on 
0455 509 331 

  

This year’s AGM will 
feature two outstand-
ing speakers to make 
it an event you will 
enjoy and remember. 
 

Rebekha Sharkie MP, 
Member for Mayo  has 
agreed to be part of 
the meeting and talk 
on Topical Issues. 
 

The focus has been 
left flexible as im-

portant new issues emerge daily in government. Rebekah will certainly 
bring us up to date on the Victor  road and other relevant matters. 
 

Jan Hayes, an ELRGI member, spent most of her working life with hus-
band Bill, on Deep Well Station, South of Alice Springs. Drought was a 
way of life in that part of the country so there were many times when 
cash was tight. When the situation moved from tight to serious Jan de-
cided to try to tap the tourism and catering business with Billy Tea and 
damper meals for patrons of the local caravan park. 
 

In time this initiative grew into a major tourism activity, catering func-
tions for up to 1,000 guests. Eventually Jan offered station tours, horse 
rides and motor bike mustering as well as great bush food and drinks. 
 

With Rebekha providing us pertinent insights into local and Canberra 
issues and Jan’s warm story of Aussie business initiative, this year’s 

AGM is one not to miss and a date to put in your diary now.   

ELRGI AGM—CHRISTIAN GOSPEL CENTRE 
GEORGE MAIN RD - 7:30PM FRIDAY NOVEMBER 27TH 

Great Entertainment for 2020 AGM 
 

AGM  speaker  
Rebekah Sharkie 

AGM  speaker  
Jan Hayes 
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Message From The President 

Tony Aldridge 

PRESIDENT 

A colleague recently observed that 2020 has 
been a year of “non-events” recounting the chal-
lenges with decisions being made to cancel or 
postpone all sorts of events that have become a 
major part of the social and community calen-
dar in our local region. He then added, “what a 
good thing it was that we did!” This seems to be 

a prevailing attitude as we continue to slowly, but successfully emerge 
from the COVID-19 environment and witness the alternative situations 
in other locations both in Australia and overseas.  
 

This journey is not over by any means, but the community in which we 
live has displayed a cohesive approach in following the protective strate-
gies espoused by the health authorities. ELRGI congratulates everyone 
for continuing to play their responsible part in this endeavor, which see 
life return to a more normal state in the not too distant future. 
 

One event that is occurring is the annual ELRGI subscription collections 
for 2020 and Committee members are now visiting residents following 
the postponement earlier this year in line with social distancing proto-
cols. Committee members will be ensuring potential for close contact is 
minimised and having the correct amount ($5) will make it easier during 
the collection process. Just a reminder that these subscriptions are for 
2020, so we will be back, (subject to COVID-19 risks diminishing) in 
March/April next year to collect for 2021. 
 

ELRGI is planning for the Annual General Meeting on Friday, the 27th 
November 2020 under the current COVID-19 meeting protocols, and we 
will provide an advice to members in that regard well in advance of the 
meeting date.  
 

We are pleased to offer you two excellent speakers for the 2020 AGM. 
Rebekha Sharkie MP, Member for Mayo will talk on topical issues in 
Government, and Jan Hayes will explain how she and her husband  re-
covered from hard financial times on their Central Australian station. 
 

We certainly appreciate both our speakers giving their time to make our 
AGM an interesting and entertaining experience. Please be there! 
 

The Committee asks you to take care and keep safe!   
 
  DON’T FORGET CHRISTMAS MORNING 

 Christmas Morning 2020 will be special 
with more lollies than ever before and a 
brand new Santa with Fairy and Elves. Get 
presents to Fiona after December 16th. 

More details in a newsletter early Dec. 
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 At this time of the year the BEACH BOYS prefer a nice port and warm fire to working 
on wet and windy beaches. 
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The City of Victor Harbor provides 24 hour customer support through 

an after hours answering service available on (08) 8551 0500. The an-

swering service is provided with the emergency contacts of relevant staff 

who are on call to assist in times of community emergency and need. 

Issues needing Council attention might include dog attack, stray dog 

found, unlawful camping on Council land, fallen trees on Council land, 

local flooding from blocked drains, oil spill on Council roads, public toi-

lets deemed hazardous or broken, syringes found or serious water leaks. 

Keep in mind that the answering service is located interstate and may 

take time to answer. Also be aware that the person on the other end of 

the line may know little about Victor Harbor, so make sure you are very 

specific. 

The concept of encumbrances 
is to register a Design Guide-
line requirement as an encum-
brance on the title of each sub
-division property sold.  
 

The Design Guideline’s aim is 
to guide home owners, archi-
tects and builders in designing a home that is in keeping with the vision 
of the estate and to provide greater certainty about the quality of homes 
and how they interact with neighboring homes, the streetscape and lake. 
 

The Guidelines form part of the encumbrance attached to the Certificate 
of Title on all allotments originally purchased at Encounter Lakes; and 
Franklin Island. When Council took over custody and control of Encoun-
ter Lakes in 2009 the suburb was built up and the encumbrances were 
extinguished. We believe that the former encumbrances remain “de fac-
to” protection in the Encounter Lakes Development Planning approval 
process.   
 

When you see the two unique suburbs that have been created, encum-
brances would seem to provide a very positive contribution to quality. 

Let’s Look at Encumbrances 
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Rock Revetment Inspection 
  

You may have noticed an aluminium dinghy with three occupants on 
the lake on October 2nd cruising lake edge looking at lake frontages. 
They were doing the important job of assessing the rock perimeter of the 
lake (the revetment) to ensure that the rocks were free from weeds and 
encroachment from lakefront gardens or  Council parks.  
 

Plant roots can damage the special membrane under the rocks that line 
the lake and is crucial to the stability of the lake bank structure. The 
boat carries a representative of Council, a weed kill contractor and a 
representative from the Encounter Lakes Residents Group. 
 

If gardens are found to be encroaching on the rocks, Council will inform 
the residents, and request the contractors to remove the plants. 
  

Weeds are pulled out or poisoned with a bio-active weedkiller that is 
safe for use in proximity to the lake. 
 

Residents can help by adopting gardening practices that ensure plants 
don’t grow beyond the lake boundary. Crew of the boat are Andrew Co-
mas (Council), Andrew Frayne (Contractor) and Sandy Lee (ELRGI). 

 

Gardening Group Our group does work around the re-
serves and other open spaces of En-
counter Lakes and Franklin Island.  
   

Photo is Terry Hobart at John Hig-
gins Reserve, just wind him up and 
watch him go, although we think 
Jack may have had a hand in this, 
but getting rid of dead wood was a 
good cause. 

We meet the second Thursday of the month and our members only 
work according to their abilities and preferences. There are 18 in our 
group and if you would like to join please call me on 0408712533.  

PHIL GARDNER’S REPORT 

WEED GROWTH IN ROCK REVETMENT 

ANNUAL REVETMENT INSPECTION 
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From time to time we get enquiries from residents about water quality 
testing and felt it was worth providing you with an insight the processes 
undertaken to ensure water quality in Encounter Lakes meets defined 
safety standards. 
 

The Encounter Lake and Franklin Island lake are parks belonging to 
the City of Victor Harbor who have a responsibility for the safe use of 
the parks for aquatic activities. The Encounter Lakes Franklin island 
Management Plan provides the basis for the management of the lake 
water systems and sets out the basis for the testing of the water to en-
sure the quality is maintained.  
 

Council has contracted SA Water to undertake the water testing of the 
lakes and provide detailed reports on the tests. SA Water takes water 
samples during the months December, January, February, March, April 
and July/August of each year from each of the nine locations, seven in 
the Encounter Lake designated as “EC” and two in the Franklin Island 
Lake designated as “FL” identified in the plan shown above. 
 

Following heavy rainfall in the area, Council may also request addition-
al tests of the water to determine if the heavy rain has resulted in con-
taminants from the area being washed into the lakes through the storm 
water system. 
   

Samples are taken to the SA Water laboratory for analysis to determine 
the microbiological characteristics and the levels of E-coli, faecal coli-
forms and protozoans such as giardia and cryptosporidium.  
 

Testing is also carried out for the physical and chemical characteristics 
related to the presence of nutrients or other forms of contaminants, to 
assess the quality of the waterways for primary contact recreational 
use. Assessment criteria are defined by SA Environment Protection 
Agency and the Federal National Health & Medical Research Council. 
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Council now provide ELRGI with detailed reports and graphic presenta-
tion on the test results as shown in the example below. The graph 
shows the results of the tests for the level of Colony Forming Units 
(CFU) per millilitre of water against the acceptable threshold of 100cfu/
mL. The spike in this measure following heavy rains in late January 
2020. This inundation saw closures of the lakes by Council at the time.  

This simple graph clearly identifies any problem areas within the lake 
system and also illustrates that water quality was well within pre-
scribed standards for all of summer except after deluges of rain. 
 

Many people may not be aware that the Lakes are a significant compo-
nent of the stormwater management system for the immediate area. All 
stormwater from both lakefront sub-divisions, Tabernacle Rd and over-
flow from Encounter Waters are drained to the sea through the lakes. 
We saw how effectively the system met its design requirements on Sep-
tember 13th, 2016 when, after 70mm of rain, the Encounter Waters 
dam overflowed onto Tabernacle Rd and into the Lake. 
 

The lakes are also home to algae which thrive in areas of lower water 
flow where nutrients congregate. As the lakes warm in summer some of 
this algae breaks away and floats on the surface, causing concern from 
residents. Happily, water testing does not reflect any abnormal contam-
ination in months where floating algae has been observed. 


